
2022 PRAYER FOCUS:  
ONE MISSION — ONE TEAM 

ONE LORD — ONE MISSION — ONE TEAM — This theme, adopted at the 2021 national 
conference of the Missionary Church, is a focus on discipleship. It is about uniting our hearts 
and minds under the lordship of Jesus to accomplish one mission — the multiplication of 
disciples. It expresses a desire to see Jesus as Lord of our lives, Lord of our families and Lord of 
the Church. This “one team” includes those who live in countries where believers experience 
regular and intense persecution. We are in partnership with these believers around the globe. 
 

NOVEMBER PRAYER FOCUS — PRAYING FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH 

One of the challenges to living as disciples of Jesus around the globe is the threat of 
persecution. According to Voice of the Martyrs there are more than 309,000,000 Christians who 
suffer very high or severe levels of persecution. One in eight Christians worldwide faces 
persecution. The first request of persecuted believers is always, “Pray for us!” 
 
November 6 is INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE PERSECUTED CHURCH. One day set 
aside to pray is a great gesture, but these brothers and sisters need our ongoing prayers. In a 
few weeks many of us will gather with family to celebrate Thanksgiving. There will be lots of 
food and fellowship and no fear of having our gathering interrupted by hostile government 
agents or by terrorists or religious radicals.  
 
While we are feasting, others will be fasting. While we meet openly, others will be in hiding. 
While we share stories and laugh together around the table, others will be weeping because of 
the loss of a loved one, the destruction of their crops or home, or the impending threats. 
 
We should praise God for the grace that has allowed us to live in a free country. Praise Him for 
the blessings; but while you are praising Him for your bounty, breathe a prayer of intercession 
of those who will be without a meal or shelter and who do not know if they will live another 
day. 
 
Paul wrote to Timothy that everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 
persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12). For some it is the loss of a job or the loss of opportunity. For 
others it is being ostracized from family. Others experience beatings and even death simply for 
following Jesus. As churches around the world pray for the persecuted church on November 6, 
make a commitment to continue to intercede on behalf of these who suffer for their faith. 
 
Use these prayer prompts as a springboard for your intercession for our suffering brothers and 
sisters. 
 

1. REJOICE AND BE GLAD: “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute 



you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly 
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you” (Matthew 5:10-12). 
PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you for the promise of blessing even in the midst 
of suffering for righteousness’ sake. We praise you for the assurance of a greater reward 
in heaven. Forgive us for the times we have taken our eyes off of you and your promises 
and focused more on the suffering. We pray for those who are being persecuted today 
for your name’s sake. We pray you will remind them that theirs is the Kingdom. Help 
them keep their eyes on you. 
 

2. LOVE YOUR ENEMIES: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you” (Matthew 5:43-44). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that you give us a greater capacity for love than we could 
possibly muster on our own. We praise you that because you have come to dwell in us, 
we can love those who have set themselves against us and against your kingdom. 
Forgive us for the times we have not loved as you have loved. We pray for those who 
are experiencing persecution today. Increase their capacity to love so that their 
persecutors will marvel and recognize your presence in their lives. 
 

3. NEW STRENGTH: “That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 
Corinthians 12:10). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that we live for Christ’s sake and for the fact that when 
we feel weak, you make us strong because it is then that you can work through us. We 
praise you that we do not labor alone but with you. Forgive us for the times we focus on 
our weaknesses or inadequacies rather than on the One who gives us strength. We pray 
for those who are experiencing persecution today that you will give them unusual 
strength. In the midst of hardships and challenges, give them the grace and strength to 
rejoice in who they are in you. 
 

4. DO NOT FEAR: “But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. ‘Do not 
fear their threats; do not be frightened’” (1 Peter 3:14). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that we do not need to be afraid. Throughout your Word, 
you have told your people not to fear the things of this world. We confess there are 
times when we put more stock in threats than in your promises. We pray for those who 
are experiencing threats today. Give them courage. Give them a new measure of 
confidence in you. Bless them. 
 

5. MORE THAN CONQUERORS: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is 
written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 
slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us” (Romans 8:35-37). 



PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you for the assurance that nothing in this world 
can separate us from your love. We praise you that even when we feel like we are 
wandering in a spiritual desert, you are there. We praise you that hardships often make 
us even more aware of your love as we seek you with greater intentionality. Forgive us 
for doubting your love. We pray for those who are undergoing persecution today that 
you will remind them that they are victorious because of you. Give them the heart of a 
conqueror. 
 

6. SPIRIT OF GOD: “If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you” (1 Peter 4:14a). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that we are blessed because your Spirit rests on us. We 
praise you that even when being reproached, it is because your Spirit is shining through. 
Forgive us for the times we may have pitied ourselves because of what was being said to 
or about us. We pray for those who are being reproached for their faith today. Remind 
them that the reproach comes because others see you in them. Bless them so that your 
light shines even brighter. 
 

7. CROWN OF LIFE: “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who 
love Him” (James 1:12). 
PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you that you have promised the crown of life to 
those who love you. We praise you that it is our love for you that gives us the strength 
and will to resist temptation and to stand in the face of trials. Forgive us when our vision 
of you has been dimmed by the cares of the world so that we find ourselves yielding to 
temptation. We pray for those who are facing trials and temptations today. We pray 
they will abide in you so that they can stand strong in the face of temptation and receive 
the crown of life. 
 

8. WE HAVE HOPE: “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 
tribulation produces perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, 
hope. Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:3-5). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that tribulations are not wasted with you. Through them, 
you make us stronger. You build character and when we see the changes made in our 
lives, we have hope. Forgive us for not taking the time to see how you are shaping us 
into your image through tribulation. We pray for those being persecuted today — who 
are facing tribulation. We ask that you give them sufficient grace to watch what you are 
doing in them. We pray that when they see the work of the Spirit in their lives, they 
would be filled with hope. 
 

9. MADE COMPLETE: “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various 
trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience 
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing” (James 
1:2-4). 



PRAYER: We praise you, Father, that you desire to perfect us — to make us complete. 
We praise you for the promise in your Word that you will complete the work you have 
begun. We confess that we don’t always have that end in mind. We focus on the trials 
and not on the finished product. We pray especially for those who are experiencing 
persecution that you would bring joy to their hearts as they face trials. Remind them 
that you are completing a work in them. Restore hope. 

 
10. HOLD ON: “Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may 

take your crown” (Revelation 3:11). 
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, we praise you for the promise of your return. Some days we feel 
you cannot come soon enough. Forgive us for losing sight of your promised return — for 
losing sight of eternity. We pray especially for those who are being persecuted that you 
will give them the courage to hold on — the courage to and strength to withstand the 
trials. We pray they will keep an eye on eternity. 

 
11. REMEMBER THE PRISONERS: “Remember the prisoners as if chained with them — 

those who are mistreated — since you yourselves are in the body also” (Hebrews 13:3). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the courage you have given to brothers and sisters 
around the world — courage to stand in the face of real danger — courage to stand for 
you. Forgive our lack of gratitude for what we have. We pray that you would help us 
identify more closely with those who are being persecuted. Break our hearts for what 
they experience. Remind us to pray faithfully for them. 
 

12. NOT FORSAKEN: “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of 
the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not 
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:7-9). 
PRAYER: We praise you Lord, that though we are fragile we are not destroyed. We 
recognize our dependence on you. Forgive us for those times when we feel like the 
world is going to crush us. We pray for those experiencing persecution — people who 
feel like they are about to be crushed or who might be in despair. Show them your 
power to sustain and strengthen them so that you might receive honor and glory. We 
pray that persecutors will see your power and your strength at work in the victims of 
persecution. 

 
13. IN GOOD COMPANY: “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it 

hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you. Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If 
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:18-20a). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that we are not of the world. We are in the world but 
not of the world. We praise you that you have given us a new birth in a Kingdom that is 
not of this world. We confess that when persecution comes, we often forget that this 
world is not our home. Our citizenship is in heaven. We pray for those who are hated for 



their faith today. Remind them that they are in good company because the world has 
hated you. Teach them and all of us to face trials with grace that we see in you. 

 
14. THE INVISIBLE ENEMY: “I do not pray that You should take them out of the world, 

but that You should keep them from the evil one” (John 17:15). 
PRAYER: Lord Jesus, we praise you that you have prayed for us. We praise you for 
reminding us that our greatest enemy is not flesh and blood but an evil one in the spirit 
world. We confess that we often view people — persecutors — as the enemy instead of 
seeing them as victims of the real enemy. We pray for those experiencing persecution 
that you guard their hearts and minds from the attacks of the enemy. Teach them, and 
all of us, to put on the full armor of God. 
 

15.  CONTINUE: “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 
persecution. But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and 
being deceived. But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been 
assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them” (2 Timothy 3:12-14). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that you have put in our hearts a desire to live godly lives 
in Christ. We praise you not only for the gift of salvation but for the gift of a new way to 
live in You. Forgive us for the times we have failed to continue in the things we have 
learned from you. As we watch evil men and women become worse and worse, remind 
us that that they have been deceived by the enemy and are in need of our prayers. 
Remind us to continue to walk faithfully. 
 

16. NO SHAME: “But let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as 
a busybody in other people’s matters. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter” (1 Peter 4:15-16). 
PRAYER: Jesus, we praise you that there is no shame in suffering as a Christian. Forgive 
us for hanging our heads in embarrassment when we have been ridiculed for our faith. 
Keep us from adopting the ways of the world where there is shame. We pray our lives 
will glorify you regardless of the suffering. We pray your name will be praised. 
 

17. OVERCOMER: “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In 
the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world” 
(John 16:33).  
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the promise of peace, even when the world is in 
chaos. We praise you that you care for us in those times of trial. Forgive us for not 
trusting you more. Forgive us for focusing more on the trials than on the One who is 
triumphant. We pray that you will remind us that you have overcome the world and 
that by faith in you, we can be overcomers as well. When we face times of trial, we pray 
our faith will be made strong. 
 

18. ONE ACCORD: “Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 



done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but 
also for the interests of others” (Philippians 2:1-4). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the body of Christ — for the privilege of fellowship 
with other believers. We praise you for the strength we draw from being united in 
Christ. Forgive us for allowing petty disagreements to cause division. Teach us to be 
quick to forgive offenses. We pray especially for those experiencing persecution that 
they will faithfully serve one another. We pray for your Church that we might model 
humility to the rest of the world. 
 

19. PATIENT SUFFERING: “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you 
take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, 
this is commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also 
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 
‘Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth’; who, when He was reviled, 
did not revile in return” (1 Peter 2:20-23a). 
PRAYER: Jesus, we praise you for your willingness to suffer on our behalf. We praise you 
for setting an example for us of how to suffer with grace. Forgive us when we have not 
handled adversity well. Teach us to do good even when we face persecution. Give us the 
courage to always follow your example. We pray especially for those facing persecution 
today that they will continue to do God in your name and for your glory. Give them 
special patience and grace. 
 

20. DO NOT RESIST: “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.’ But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on your right 
cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone wants to sue you and take away your tunic, 
let him have your cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him 
two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow from you do not 
turn away” (Matthew 5:38-42). 
PRAYER: Lord, this is a hard saying. We praise you that you give us grace beyond 
measure, and you empower us to do what is not normal for the natural man. Forgive us 
for the times we have not handled adversity well. We pray that you will teach us to be 
generous and kind even to those who are unkind. Guard our hearts from wanting to 
retaliate against those who harm us. We pray especially for those being persecuted that 
their persecutors will see the Spirit of Christ in them. 
 

21. BE A BLESSING: “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse” (Romans 
12:14). 
PRAYER: Jesus, we praise you that you set an example for us. You did not revile your 
persecutors. You did not show any signs of retaliation. Forgive us for the anger and 
desire to “get even” with those who persecute us in any way. We pray you will give us 
grace to bless those who persecute us or make false accusations against us. Guard our 
tongues from speaking evil of our persecutors. We pray especially for those being 
persecuted today that you will give them grace to be a blessing. 



 
22. DO NOT AVENGE: “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 

men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 
‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed 
him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his 
head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:18-21). 
PRAYER: Father in heaven, we praise you that you empower us to do what we could 
never do in our own strength. We acknowledge that there are people with whom it is 
difficult to live at peace. Where that difficulty lies with us, reveal it so that we can do 
good to those who are a challenge to us. Show us how to overcome evil with good. We 
pray especially for those being persecuted today that you will give them the grace to do 
good even when they are being hated by those around them. 
 

23. ENDURE HARDSHIP: “You therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ 
Jesus. And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit 
these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. You therefore must endure 

hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Timothy 2:1-3). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the grace that you give us to endure hardship. We 
praise you that you equip us to equip others who will in turn equip others to follow you 
and make disciples. Thank you for the reminder that we are likely to endure hardship. 
Forgive us for times we have shied away from the hard times that came because of our 
faith. We pray for those being persecuted today that you will give them grace to endure. 
Continue to put people in their lives and in ours to whom we can commit the truths of 
the Gospel so that the message of Christ will spread throughout the world. 

 
24. OUR HELP: “I will lift up my eyes to the hills—From whence comes my help? My 

help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that you are our help. We praise you that when we face 
threats or challenges or persecution of any kind, you are the One to whom we can turn. 
Forgive us for the times we have trusted in chariots and horses rather than in you. We 
pray that in the midst of persecution, our brothers and sisters will still be able to lift 
their eyes to you and find the help they need. 
 

25. HE IS WITH US: “Fear not, for I am with you; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand” 
(Isaiah 41:10). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the assurance of your presence. We praise you for 
your promise to strengthen us. We acknowledge that when the threats increase, we feel 
weak. We pray especially for our persecuted brothers and sisters that you will 
strengthen them, that you will uphold them. We pray they will know your presence 
even through the suffering. 
 

26. HE IS OUR SONG: “The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; 
He is my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him” (Exodus 15:2). 



PRAYER: Lord, we praise you because you are our strength, and you give us a song even 
when we are facing really difficult times because of our faith. It is recorded in Acts 16 
that Paul and Silas were singing hymns while in prison. Forgive us for allowing tough 
times to rob us of our song. We pray especially for those being persecuted today that 
you will be their strength and that you will always put a song in their hearts.  
 

27. BE STRONG: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and of good courage; do not be 
afraid, nor be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 
1:9). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the promise that you will be with us wherever we go. 
We praise you that in the darkest times we can count on your presence and that gives 
us strength. We acknowledge that sometimes we are afraid. We fear the unknown. We 
often fear what man can do to us. We pray for those being persecuted today that you 
will give them courage to face their enemies. Give them strength when they are weak. 
Continue to remind them of your presence. 
 

28. HE GIVES POWER: “He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He 
increases strength” (Isaiah 40:29). 
PRAYER: Lord, we praise you that you give power to the weak and that you increase 
strength to those who have no might. We praise you that when we face threats and 
persecution of any kind, you give strength. We acknowledge our own weakness and our 
dependence on you. We pray for those being persecuted that you will renew their 
strength every day. Give them the power they need to stand in the face of persecution. 
 

29. PERFECT US: “But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you” (1 
Peter 5:10). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you for the call you have placed on our lives — a call to serve 
you. We praise you that suffering is temporary. Sometimes we lose sight of eternity, and 
we can only see the suffering. We pray for those facing persecution and ask that you 
perfect them and strengthen them. We pray that you will see them through the 
suffering and that you will also prepare them for eternity. 
 

30. ARMOR OF GOD: “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done 
all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:11-13). 
PRAYER: Father, we praise you that you provide armor for us that we might stand 
against the schemes of the enemy. We recognize that our greatest battle is not against 
flesh and blood but against spiritual powers. We know that those who appear to be our 
enemies are really people who are influenced by these rulers of darkness. We pray 
especially for those who are facing persecution. Guard their hearts from confusing the 



two. We pray you will clothe them with your armor and help them walk in confidence 
knowing you have given them all they need to stand strong. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


